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IDENTIFYING MAINE'S SPECIAL PLACES:
THE NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM
by ]ohn ]. Albright
Heritage Program Director
The Maine Chapter of The Nature
Conservancy began a new program in
1984 — the Maine Heritage Program.
The Heritage Program is a computerassisted inventory of the rare ani
mals, plants, and natural communi
ties in Maine that identifies eco
logically significant areas of the state.
With this program, Maine joins 41
other states and several foreign coun
tries that have adopted the Heritage
Program methods.
The major objectives of the Natural
Heritage Program are 1) to gather
information about the occurrences of
a state's Elements of Natural Diver
sity — rare plants, animals, and
n a tu r a l c o m m u n i t i e s , and 2) to
process and store the information
efficiently so it can be retrieved easily
for conservation and land-use plan
ning purposes.

fer in another important way — the
Heritage inventory is a continuing
process. Thus, we can monitor the
status of individual elements over
many years.
Computers, Maps and Files
The essence of the Heritage Pro
gram's information management sys

The Many Uses of
Heritage Information
However, information is of little
value unless it is used. The Nature
Conservancy and other conservation
organizations can use the informa
tion to plan protection priorities. De
v e l o p m e n t i n t e r e s t s a c r o s s th e
country have used Heritage Program
data to save time and money in plan

What Makes the
Heritage Program Different?
H e rita g e P ro g ra m in v e n t o r ie s
differ from previous inventories by
being ''element oriented" rather than
"site oriented". That is, instead of
choosing a geographic area and look
ing for rare species — or "elements"
— in that area, Heritage first identi
fies which elements are rare, then
finds where they occur in Maine. This
ensures that resources will be allo
cated to the most threatened species
or communities, wherever they may
occur.
Heritage Program inventories dif

The Heritage Program inventories rare plants, animals, anti natural communities
Elements of Natural Diversity.

tem is the computerized data base,
which summarizes all the informa
tion for each occurrence of every ele
ment in Maine. Two other primary
support files are the Topographic
Map File and the Manual Element
File. Each occurrence in Maine is plot
ted on the map files, and ecological
and life-history information for each
element is contained in the element
files.

—

Maine's

ning around sensitive natural areas.
State governments use the data for
environmental review, and scientists
and naturalists use the information to
help coordinate rare species research.
These and many other examples
illustrate how the Heritage Program
can provide the comprehensive and
current information needed by TNC
and others to protect Maine's sig
nificant natural areas.
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Three New Trustees Elected to Maine Chapter Board;
Butler Re-elected as Chairman
Selecting from among many distin
guished Maine citizens, the Nom inat
ing Com m ittee of the Maine Chapter
p ro p o se d a s la te of th r e e new
candidates for election to the Chapter
Board of Trustees at August 18's
A nnual M eeting in M achias. All
nom inees w ere approved by the
membership. In addition, G. Robert
Butler of Kennebunk, who has been a
member of the Board since 1978, was
voted into another year as Chairm an.
Ellen Wells of Falmouth and Philip
Conkling of Rockport were elected as
Vice Chairpersons for 1985.
The three individuals elected to the
Board bring a wide range of back
grounds to the Conservancy.
Malcolm Coulter, PhD., b rings to
us much scientific expertise as the
fo rm er C hairm an of the Wildlife
D e p a rtm en t at the U niversity of
Maine at Orono College of Forest Re
sources. A resident of Eddington, Dr.
C oulter also served several years on

the Land Use Regulatory Com m is
sion, and worked for the Cooperative
Wildlife Extension Unit.
A. Bodine Lamont is no newcomer
to the Maine Chapter. A resident of
Vinalhaven, she has been instrum en
tal in protecting several Penobscot
Bay properties, including two islands
which she donated to the C hapter, as
well as TNC's first Conservation Ease
m ent in Maine. Mrs. Lamont has also
been a key leader in many o ther civic
and cultural activities both on Vinal
haven and the mainland.
T. Ricardo Quesada, an architect
c u rre n tly w orking to reh ab ilitate
several buildings in dow ntow n Port
land, has a long-standing interest in
conservation in the state of Maine.
Mr. Quesada became involved with
TNC out of a desire to help protect
M aine's special n a tu ra l areas via
p riv a te ly -su p p o rte d co n serv atio n
efforts. He currently lives in South
Freeport.

DIRECTOR'S
CORNER
The Heritage Program is a
vital part of the Conservancy's
effort to go after " the last of the
least and the best of the rest."
A pproxim ately six years ago in
Maine, the C hapter began to look in
increasing detail at the need to iden
tify and target ecologically valuable
areas most in need of protection.
The Conservancy always has (and
for that m atter, certainly always will)
tended to jump when opportunities
arise. A landow ner lets it be known
that he is going to do something with
his land or perhaps an obviously
im portant tract comes on the market
on short notice, so TNC rises to the
challenge.
However im portant this is in the
short run, anything done quickly and
on short notice is bound to be more
expensive. (After forgetting to get
the furnace cleaned one summ er and
finding that I had to try to fix it at 3

John W. Jensen
Executive Director
A.M. on a snowy December morning,
I can assure you that this is true.) A
cheaper, more effective and more effi
cient method of doing business is to
plan and target areas well in advance
of any immediate threat. It may not
get the headlines, but it will get the
land.
To acquire these tracts, we must
have top quality, objective information.
The Maine C hapter has now initiated
a Heritage Program to help us deter
mine w hat species are rare or th re a t
ened and w here they occur. Inform a
tion is power. If we know w hat is
most im portant to save, we find that
we frequently have the ability to go
out and save it.
While the Heritage Program has
been in operation for less than a year,
it is providing the C hapter with lots
of information. Certain species that
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we thought were quite rare now turn
out to be reasonably common. We are
also finding out about cases where
th in g s are becom ing increasingly
rare; if we do not move with real
speed, it will simply be too late.
The Heritage Program is a critical
and vital part of the Conservancy's
effort to go after "the last of the least
and the best of the rest". It also gives
us the information needed to make
decisions during cold w inter months
when no am ount of fieldwork will
yield useful answ ers. Since many
people make decisions toward yearend with tax considerations in mind,
the Heritage Program should give us
the edge in deciding to take (or not
take) quick action at this time of the
year.
It is clear to me that the Heritage
Program is the way to go. W ithout
question, it is much better to do this
work and get this inform ation at the
appropriate time than to wait until a
snap decision m ust be made w ithout
sufficient knowledge.
Take my word for it, trying to make
these kinds of decisions w ithout the
objective, scientific knowledge of the
Heritage Program is a bit better than
trying to fix the furnace yourself at 3
A.M. in December, but not by much.

The Heritage Program — How It Works
The major objectives of the Heri
tage Program are to gather and store
inform ation about rare plants, ani
mals, and natural communities, and
to make this inform ation available for
use to help protect these features.
T he H e rita g e P ro g ram accom lishes these goals by dividing the
tasks into four broad categories —
Data Classification, Data Acquisition,
Data M anagem ent and Information
Use. We also adopt some term s to
make all this work easier. So the first
thing to do here is define a couple of
the most im portant terms.

Element: Any individual plant, ani
mal, or natural community. We say
that these biotic features are Ele
ments of N atural Diversity.

Step 2: Data Acquisition

We m ust gather biological inform a
tion to increase our knowledge of
each elem ent, and we need to collect
site inform ation so we can document
exactly w hat is known about the cur
rent distribution of each elem ent in
Maine.
During this stage of the Heritage
process, we use field guides, scientific
articles, knowledgeable individuals,
and scientific collections in museums

ciently more data than is otherw ise
possible. Again, to make it all manage
able, we divide this phase into three
separate parts — the Manual Files,
the Topographic Map File, and the
Com puter File.

Manual File. We m aintain two
major manual (that is, not com puter
ized) files of information: The Ele
m ent File and the Geographic File.
The Element File contains all the infor
m ation relating to the biology and
ecology of each elem ent that we ob
tained from the sources mentioned
previously. The Geographic File con
sists of a separate file folder corres

Element Occurrence: Any site in
Maine which a rare plant, animal or
natural comm unity needs for breed
ing, or other types of areas critical to
the survival of the species or commu
nity in Maine. A cedar swamp where a
rare plant grows, or a cave w here a
rare bat hibernates are both element
occurrences.

Step 1: Data Classification
Classifying all the elem ents in
Maine is the first part of this first step
in the Heritage process. We divide all
the elem ents into three classes —
plants, animals, and natural communi
ties. We then make lists of all the ele
m ents that occur in Maine. O ur lists
include plants, mammals, birds, rep
tiles, amphibians, and fish, and we are
d e v e lo p in g lis ts fo r b u tte r flie s ,
m o th s, fre s h w a te r m olluscs and
other invertebrate species.
Element ranking comes next. We
need to know which of the many
plants and animals in Maine are the
rarest. We give each elem ent a prior
ity rank based on the num ber of
known and estim ated occurrences in
Maine. Such things as taxonomic dis
tinctness, ecological fragility, and the
level of threat an element currently
faces also help determ ine an ele
m ent's rank.

Here, Stewardship Director Barbara Vickery and Community Ecologist Ussa Widoff consult soils maps
to predict likely spots for Isotria medeoloides, small whorled pogonia, one of Maine's rarest plants.
and universities as sources of infor ponding to each of the nearly 300
m ation. From these sources, we find topographic quad maps for Maine.
out where the element has occurred Any inform ation we find that refers
in the past. Then, by visiting these
to a place, including the occurrence of
"historic" sites, we can learn if the any elem ent, goes into the appro
elem ent is still there, or if it has been priate geographic file folder.
destroyed. We can then use w hat we
have learned to predict other sites
Topographic Map File. The H eri
w here the element may occur.
tage Program has a complete set of
U.S. Geological Survey Topographic
Q uadrangle maps. We place a dot for
Step 3: Inform ation M anagement
every elem ent occurrence onto the
appropriate topo map so that we have
a quick and accurate visual record of
Finally, everything begins to come e le m en t o ccu rren ces th ro u g h o u t
together. The inform ation m anage Maine.
m ent system allows us to handle effi
c o n tin u e d on p a g e 5
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THE M AINE
NO NGAM E
WILDLIFE
PROGRAM
b y A l a n H u t c h in s o n ,
N o n g a m e W ild life P ro g r a m D ire c to r

M aine has officially joined the
ranks of those states actively m ana
ging all wildlife, not just those species
th a t are hunted or fished. This came
to pass on July 1, 1984, when the
Maine D epartm ent of Inland Fisher
ies and Wildlife hired a director for its
new Endangered and Non-game Wild
life Project; The project results from a
"Non-gam e Check-off" on Maine's
State Income Tax Forms. The check
off asks for voluntary contributions
to the state's new E n d a n g e r e d a n d N o n 
g a m e W i l d l i f e T r u s t F u n d . Contributions
can also be made directly to the Fund.
All proceeds are dedicated to the
m anagem ent and research of non
game species in Maine.
In 1984, the first year of this effort,
more than 24,000 contributions were
made, totaling more than $100,000.
The funds are being spent on the
restoration and m anagement of bald
eagles, peregrine falcons, least terns,
and island nesting seabirds — some of
Maine's rarest and most unique wild
life. A citizens' Steering Com m ittee is
guiding the program and much addi
tional work is anticipated for the near
future.
The Maine Chapter's Heritage Pro
gram and the State's new Non-game
Project have many common interests,
especially regarding rare and endan
gered species. A close working rela
tionship is expected and should add,
g reatly , to th eir com m on goal of
ensuring the continued presence of
Maine's unique and diverse wildlife
heritage.
For more inform ation on Maine's
n ew , N ongam e W ildlife P ro ject,
contact:

Alan Hutchinson
Endangered and Nongame
Wildlife Project
Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife
P.O. Box 1298
Bangor, Maine 04401

Why Maine Needs a Natural Heritage Program
The new Heritage Program is an
im portant part of the grow th of the
Maine C hapter because it represents
a move towards more active, objec
tive methods of rare species protec
tion. The Maine Heritage Program
also represents a slightly different
a p p ro a c h to e s ta b lis h in g a s ta te
Heritage Program.

History of
the Maine Heritage Program
Heritage Programs usually begin as
a cooperative venture between The
N ature Conservancy and a state gov
ernm ent. Financial support for the
program is shared during an initial
tw o -y e a r c o n tra c t perio d , d u rin g
which TNC establishes an operations

The importance of other
conservation organizations
A lthough the H eritage Program
resides at the Maine C hapter, cooper
ation with other agencies and individ
uals rem ains a key to the success of
the Program. The Critical Areas Pro
gram has been responsible for much
of the rare species inform ation in
Maine to date, and we will continue
working with CAP to benefit both
Program s. The new Nongame Pro
gram (this page) is another vital ally.
O ther groups and many expert indi
v id u als a re all n e c e ssa ry to help
gather data needed for conservation
of ra re species and n a tu ra l com 
munities.
Why does Maine need
a Heritage Program?

The Heritage Program differs from
these other groups, however, in sev
eral im portant ways. First, it provides
a c e n t r a li z e d , c o m p r e h e n s i v e data base. For
the first time, all the inform ation will
be in one place. And with its computer
ized m an ag em en t capabilities, the
Heritage Program can provide data
about significant species and habitats
more readily, which means we can all
■g be more efficient at protecting them.
»- Secondly, the Heritage Program is
^ d e sig n e d to be a c o n t in u o u s process, so
;> we can m onitor the status of each
c species and h a b ita t th ro u g h tim e.
.2 Third, because all plants, animals, and
natural communities are ranked accor
Calypso bulbosa, c a ly p s o o r c h i d , is o n e o f ding to rarity, the approach can be
t h e m a n y r a r e p la n t s b e in g in v e n t o r i e d b y t h e
o b je c t iv e and s y s t e m a t ic to ensure the
H e r ita g e P ro g r a m .
most im portant features are studied
center and begins building the data first, and that no feature will be
base and support files. At the end of overlooked.
the contract period, the state assumes
The inform ation contained in the
financial responsibility for m aintain Heritage Program data base is inten
ing the program, and the C onser ded to be used to assist in protecting
vancy continues its association in an im portant natural features. A justifi
advisory capacity.
able concern, therefore, is how infor
The Maine Chapter began nego m ation about species and habitats
tiating with the Maine State Planning that are especially rare or fragile is
Office to begin a Heritage Program
used.
For m any p la n n in g and rev iew
six years ago. After a series of unsuc
c e s s f u l n e g o ti a ti o n s , th e S ta te
purposes, it is not necessary to know
Planning Office decided it could not e x a c t l y w here a rare species occurs.
commit the funds for a Heritage Pro T h e re fo re , th e H eritag e P rogram
gram . Because of the proven value of may withhold detailed site inform a
the Heritage Program m ethods — tion w hen necessary, and provide
both to TNC and other public and only data that is general enough to
private groups — the Maine Chapter p r o te c t th e fra g ile e le m e n t, b u t
chose to make the full com m itm ent to answ ers the users' questions just the
begin the Heritage Program in Maine. same.
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Making Economic and Environmental Interests Compatible
by Catherine Owen
Heritage Program Data Manager
Since the first Heritage Program
began in 1974, business and environ
mental groups alike have benefitted
from the objective and high-quality
services provided by an expanding
network of Natural Heritage Programs
across the country. The economic
value of the Heritage Program to
planners, developers, environmental
consultants, non-profit conservation
o rg an izatio n s, g o v e rn m e n t ag en 
cies, scientists and oth ers can be
measured in millions of dollars saved
both in research time and in conflict
avoidance through early identifica
tion of sensitive ecological areas.

Heritage Programs identify these
biological “ h o t-s p o ts" in need of
research, management and protec
tion by locating n u m e r o u s new
species and rediscovering old species
previously thought to be extirpated
from the state.
More than 100 plant and animal
species have been red is c o v e re d
recently by Heritage Programs. In the
G reat Smoky M ountain National
Park, for example, the Tennessee
Valley Authority Heritage Program
rediscovered a site for the redcockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis),

Serious conflicts between de
velopment and protection groups
h a v e been avoided by co n 
sulting Heritage information.
absent from the area for more than 20
y e a r s . Agalinis acuta ( s a n d p la in
agalinis), believed to be extirpated
fro m M a s s a c h u s e t t s , was r e d is 
covered in 1980 as a result of Heritage
Program efforts.
Providing this type of information
on ecologically sensitive areas in a
timely manner to both public and
private agencies is one of the most
valuable functions of the Heritage
Program. Serious conflicts between
development and protection groups
have been avoided by consulting Heri
tage information.
For example, in Washington state,
Heritage Program staff found Castilleja levisecta (golden indian p aint
brush), a candidate for the Federal En
dangered Species List, on only five
sites, constituting the world's popu
lation of this plant. One site, in a
National Park, was threatened by the
Park Service's plans to construct a

scenic viewpoint on the site. After
receiving Heritage Program informa
tion, the Park Service modified their
plans to avoid destroying the rare
plants.
A second C. levisecta site lay in the
path of a proposed Navy sewer line,
and a third site was in the path of a
proposed oil pipeline. Because both
the Navy and the pipeline company
were notified of the potential conflict
early in the planning process, both
were willing to make the necessary
changes in location to protect the
plants.
Thus, with good information and a
little foresight, careful development
can take place w ithout sacrificing
areas of high ecological diversity.
co n tin u ed fr o m p age 3

H ow the Heritage
Program Works
Com puter File. The computer file
is the essence of the Heritage Pro
g ra m 's in fo rm a tio n m a n a g e m e n t
system. For every element occur
rence, a summary of site, biological,
ownership and other support informa
tion is prepared. This summary —
called th e E le m e n t O c c u r r e n c e
Record — thus synthesizes in one
place the information contained in all
the various files. So, by using com
p uter searches (much faster than
human hands), we can print out any
thing we need to know about an
element at a particular site or through
out the state.
Step 4: Information use

States with Heritage Programs

The Maine Natural Heritage Program does not carry out its work in isolation but is part of the
information-sharing network of Heritage Programs in 40 states and several regions.
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As we have said, if we don't use the
information, it is worthless.
The Maine Chapter has already
benefitted from the Heritage Pro
gram. The same information, how
ever, is also available to o thers;
keeping in mind the sensitivity of
some of the information on very rare
or fragile elements, we will provide
guidelines to potential users explain
ing the kinds of information we can
offer, and how they can obtain it.

Discovering Maine's Little-Known Animals:
The Maine Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Project.
by Malcolm L. Hunter, Jr.
Associate Professor of Wildlife,
University of Maine at Orono
A p p ro x im a tely 9,000 kinds of
amphibians and reptiles exist in the
world today, but few er than forty
occur in M aine, and few people
encounter more than a handful of
turtles, snakes, frogs and salaman
ders. Thus, most people would be sur
prised to learn that in the 90% of
Maine covered by forest, a single
species of amphibian, the red-backed
salamander, outnum bers all the differ
ent birds combined.
This small salamander, which lives
under logs and stones in the woods,
outnum bers chickadees and robins at
least a hundred to one, so it is ironic,
but not too surprising, that most
people have never seen this little redstriped amphibian. It is very easy to
overlook herpetiles (a collective name
for reptiles and amphibians — herps
for short); Maine's scientific/naturalist com m unity know s very little
about which herp species exist or
used to exist in the state. We also have
only a vague idea of the ranges of the
various species within the state.

rare species to aid in conservation
efforts (the prim ary reason for the
Heritage Program's involvement); 2)
to determ ine the range limits of spe
cies which reach the edge of their
range in Maine; and, 3) to collect
general life history information.
N e a rly 100 n a tu r a li s ts , fro m
Caribou to Kennebunkport, have en
listed in MARAP. Initial results have
turned up three species which are

Blnnding's turtle, Emydoidea blandingi.

STEWARDSHIP AND HERITAGE
by Barbara Vickery
Stewardship Director

The spotted salamander, A m bystom a
maculata, is another common salamander in
Maine which can be hard to find.
Because we know so little about
Maine's herps, TNC's Maine Natural
Heritage Program, the Maine Audu
bon Society, the Maine D epartm ent
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and
the U niversity of Maine Wildlife
D e p a rtm e n t have u n d e rta k e n a
collaborative effort called the Maine
Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Project
(MARAP).
MARAP's major goals are: 1) to
determ ine the status and location of

Spotted turtle, Clemmys guttata,
currently thought to be quite rare:
Blanding's turtle, spotted turtle, and
the black racer snake. Twice as many
four-toed salamanders were found
this year than have ever been report
ed before in Maine, implying that
these creatures are just inconspicu
o u s, n o t v e ry ra re as we once
thought. On the other hand, some
species such as the box turtle and
ribbon snake have not been reported
at all, causing some concern over the
status of these species in the State.
Although it will take a few years'
work on MARAP before we get con
clusive data, it is a task well w orth the
efforts of the many volunteers and
the coordinators, for it will signifi
cantly improve our understanding of
Maine's natural heritage.

The relationship between the Heri
tage and Stewardship program s may
not be as immediately obvious as that
betw een Heritage and Land Protec
tion, but it is no less important.
Setting M anagement Priorities
Heritage inform ation plays a key
role in the on-going stew ardship of
current and future preserves. Increas
ingly, Preserve M aster Plans target
key plants, animals or other natural
comm unities for m anagem ent. Given
limited stewardship resources, not all
Preserves nor all conceivable m anage
m ent tasks can receive equal a tte n 
tion. Using Heritage inform ation, we
can set priorities for these tasks based
on the rarity of the species or comm u
nities involved; Heritage can thus
help us spend our stew ardship dollars
effectively.
Providing M anagem ent Ideas
The Heritage Program can also pro
vide back-up inform ation on the bio
logy and ecology of the targ eted
6

species to aid in form ulating appro
priate m anagement plans. How does
this species respond to changes in
w ater level, pH or am ount of sun
light? Are its populations long-lived
and stable or unpredictable and
ephem eral? H eritage inform ation
helps us solve these problems.
Updating the Heritage Files
Just as the Heritage Program can
help Stewardship, so Stewardship can
help Heritage. To be most useful,
Heritage data m ust be current. Field
data gathered in the course of inven
torying and m onitoring Preserves can
add new information about a particu
lar element occurrence, or provide
additional ecological inform ation for
specific elements. This summ er, ten
new occurrences were discovered for
rare plants, snakes and birds during
stew ardship activities such as field
trips, Preserve m onitoring and Small
G rants Research.
These and many other points of
m utual support betw een H eritage
and Stewardship are critical factors in
the process of p rotectin g n atural
diversity.

Conservation Groups Across the State Contribute
to Heritage Program's Successful First Year

(Photo courtesy of Dr. Robert L. Martin,
University of Maine at Farmington)

The success of the Heritage Pro
gram can be measured in terms of
adding new inform ation for rare
plants, animals, and natural commu
nities in Maine. But equally impor
tant is establishing a cooperative
w orking relatio n sh ip w ith o th e r
organizations, agencies and individ
uals who have similar interests. We
have been successful in both areas.
The Maine Amphibian and Reptile
Atlas Project (see page 6) is an excel
lent example of the kind of joint ven
ture that benefits all four of the

A cluster of Keene's bats, Myotis keenii,
huddle together to stay warm in their winter
hibernating place.

cooperating organizations, whether
their niche in the environmental "net
work" is academic, regulatory, sci
entific, conservation-oriented, or a
combination of these functions.
Like MARAP, many other Heritage
projects have enlisted the help of indi
viduals and organizations from both
the public and private sectors to
g a th e r im portant information for
everyone's use. On Valentine's Day,
for example, the Heritage staff and
Dr. Robert Martin of the University
of Maine, Farmington, found only the
second known bat hibernacularium
— where bats hibernate — in Maine.
A partial list of the plants with less
than five known occurrences located
by Heritage staff and volunteers
include: Spiranthes lucida, Liatris borealis,
Amerorchis spectabilis, Iris prismatica,
Platanthera flava, Dryopteris filix-mas, and
Cardamine longii. Furthermore, ex
tremely rare plants such as Listera auriculata, Quercus coccinea and Seriocarpus
asteroides, which have not been seen in
Maine in many years, were recently
rediscovered in the state.
These are just a few examples of
th e kind of discoveries th a t the
Heritage Program has helped make
possible. We don't pretend to take

Liatris borealis, Northern blazing star.
credit from the m any dedicated
people that assist us. The Heritage
Program, however, serves not only as
a catalyst to help direct research, but
as a repository for information from a
variety of sources, to ensure that the
data will be efficiently stored and not
lost.
M any th a n k s to all w ho have
helped to make our first year such a
rewarding one.

C H A PTE R NEWS BRIEFS
1984 Annual Meeting
Machiasport, August 18 — the
Maine Chapter's Annual Meeting con
vened at the University of Maine at
Machias to elect officers and trustees,
adopt new by-laws and review its
p r o g r e s s in p r o t e c t i n g M a in e 's
unique natural areas.
Important achievements in Acquisi
tion, notably the Islands of Life cam
paign, were cited by G. Robert Butler,
Chairman of the Chapter Board. Exec
utive Director John Jensen noted the
addition of 1,500 m em bers to the
Maine Chapter, evidence of the grow
ing strength of TNC in the state.
After electing trustees and officers
(see page 2), the Chapter honored
departing trustee James Perry of Cam
den for his years of dedication as a
Board member. Jim served as Treas
urer for three of his five years on the
Board.

One major highlight of the week
end was a field trip to the Larrabee
Heath Preserve in order to dedicate
the Heath to the late John N. M.
Howells, who donated a large part of
the Preserve to the Maine Chapter.
O t h e r field trips included boat
trips, hikes, and birding tours.

^C O RREC TIO N *
In the Gifts in Memory list of
the August issue of the Chapter
N e w s, we u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y
misspelled
Gregory Mateer Wolffe
We sincerely apologize for
this mistake.
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In Memory
Since the August Newsletter came
out, The Maine Chapter has received
Gifts in Memory of the following
individuals:
Betty W. Davis
Hortense Fox
Norton H. Lamb, Sr.
Dorothea Marston
Mary Riggs

N ew Staff Added
The Maine Chapter is very pleased
to announce the addition of Linda
Temple of Bowdoinham to the perma
nent Chapter staff. Linda works as
part-time secretary for the office, and
we know that she will be a valuable
member of the Conservancy staff.
Welcome, Linda!

MINIE LANNON LEAVES THE MAINE CHAPTER STAFF
by Edward T. Richardson, Jr.

After many years of diverse ser
vices, Minie Lannon is leaving us in
response to the needs of her growing
family. She first came to TNC when
the Maine Chapter was only a few
years old, and when most of the work
had to be done by volunteers. In those
days, the office, such as it was, was a
corner of a room in Director Charles
Bradford's house, only later to move
to a one-room office in Augusta.
Brad was kept busy with fieldwork,
which he rather preferred over office
work, because it allowed him to get
out and meet people. But office work,
equally crucial to the Conservancy's
cause, continued to pile up as TNC's
operations increased. Keeping the
office running smoothly was one of
Minie's many talents, and there was a
noticeable increase in the efficiency of
the operation.
That early in TNC's history, the
problems of caring for and studying
the potentials of the properties we
had acquired were not yet the major
focus of our attention. The concept of
stewardship began to develop at that
time; in 1978 Minie pioneered as the

g row ing need for com m unication
with our members and the general
public, Minie m etam orphosed into
the Publications Editor. From this
post she took charge of TNC's Chap
ter Newsletter.
Though her duties over the years
have often kept her office-bound,
■| Minie is no stranger to the outdoors,
and is often found in the field leading
| field trips and other events. I espec= ially recall photographing her with an
■~5 i n t e r n at t h e d e d ic a ti o n of th e
Q Douglas M ountain Preserve. This
| was rather unusual because Minie is
typically retiring, shunning publicity,
and because of this, many of our
From Trustee to Administative Assist
members may not realize what a signif
ant, from Stewardship Director to Publica
icant contribution she has made over
tions Editor, Minie has been a key com
such a long period of time.
ponent of TNC's success in Maine.
At one time, she served as a Chap
Chapter's first Stewardship Director. ter trustee, so that in one way or
Under her supervision, Master Plans another Minie Lannon has been an
were developed for all the Conser active and very valuable contributor
vancy's Preserves.
to the Maine Chapter of TNC since
In 1981, Minie left her post as her first appearance at our door. We
S t e w a r d s h i p D ir e c to r to s t a r t a shall all miss her presence on the
family, but she did not leave the Con staff, but she has assured us that her
servancy entirely. In response to the interest will remain, as I'm sure it will.

The Perfect Christmas Present!

MAINE FOREVER — A GUIDE TO NATURE CONSERVANCY
PRESERVES IN MAINE
MAINE FOREVER — A Guide to Nature Conser
vancy Preserves in Maine is now available for purchase
from the Chapter office. The Chapter's first compre
hensive guide to its preserves, the book will make a
perfect Christmas present for all those friends and
family who share your love of Maine.
MAINE FOREVER features descriptions, maps, and
illustrations to 50 outstanding natural areas from
Kennebunk to Aroostook, all protected by The Nature
Conservancy. Eight full-color pages, including a cover
photograph by Eliot Porter, highlight the beauty and
tranquility of these special sanctuaries.
MAINE FOREVER features descriptions, maps, and
illustrations to 50 outstanding natural areas from
Kennebunk to Aroostook, all protected by The Nature
Conservancy. Eight full-color pages, including a cover
photograph by Eliot Porter, highlight the beauty and
U_an 2 uility_of_t hese jjj^cia^s^anctjjan es_.________________

MAINE FOREVER is available through the Chapter
office as well as in selected bookstores. Members order
ing directly from the office will enjoy a significant
savings over the $13.95 bookstore price.
Use the handy order form below to order your copies
of MAINE FOREVER today. Be sure to order extra
copies for fellow birders, naturalists, and special friends
on your Christmas shopping list.
TH E N A T U R E C O N S E R V A N C Y
Maine Chapter
20 Federal St., Brunswick, Maine 04011

Non-profit Org.
U S Postage
PA ID
The Nature Conservancy
Maine Chapter

ORDER FORM
Special Member Discount

1 copy:
Tax/postage

$10.95
1.50
$12.45

2 or more: $10.00 ea
Tax/postage
1. |
$11.50 ea

Enclosed is $ _______________ f o r ------------ copies o
MAINE FOREVER.
Mail coupon and membership address label to:
The Nature Conservancy

Address correction requested.
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